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MÉLANGES EN HOMMAGE À JACQUES PIERRE 
 

 

De l’État-Nation au Marché. Une approche fondationnelle en sociologie des 

religions 

François GAUTHIER 

 

Abstract : Since at least two decades, the sociology of religion has lain in a sort of daze 

caused by the erosion of its structuring grand narrative : secularization. While the sociology of 

religion constituted itself on the basis of the differentiation of social spheres and thereby 

evacuated issues linked to social foundation and totalization, the works of Jacques Pierre open 

onto a radically different perspective, rich with heuristic potential for thinking the major religious 

transformations over the last century, while overcoming the aporias of the standard approach. 

This article sketches the epistemological framework of a foundational approach in the 

sociology of religion and shows how modern religion can be best understood as the succession 

of two “regimes” of religion in which the Nation-State and Global-Market provide the 

overarching “grammar.” The article ends with considerations on how to understand religion in 

contemporary market societies. 

Keywords : Jacques Pierre, foundation, sociology of religion, differentiation of social spheres, 

modernity 
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Le problème du fondement à l’époque de l’Anthropocène  
Emmanuel ROBILLARD LAMONT  

 

Abstract : The notion of “foundation” is at the core of a theory which defines the religious 

with its foundational function in culture. It simultaneously pertains to the possibility of theoretical 

discourses. Jacques Pierre offers concurrently a theory of the foundation and a foundation to 

theory. From a pragmatic approach to language, the foundation is inseparable from its 

enunciation. This enunciation is always situated, and it participates in the making of its context. 

How can we think about foundation in an epoch called Anthropocene ? Considering that 

thinking about foundation is inseparable from the foundational issues of its epoch, this article 

presents lines of reasoning in the light of profound contemporary mutations. 

Keywords : Folk = foundation, religious, epistemology, ecology, nature, culture, Anthropocene, 

language 
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L’ensauvagement du sacré : le cas de Thelma et Louise 
Denis JEFFREY  

 

Abstract : This paper will demonstrate the heuristic fruitfulness of the shifting of the sacred 

theory by analyzing Ridley Scott’s film (a cultural production) Thelma and Louise (1991). An 

initial transgression leads the two heroines on a road trip that ends in a dead end. The trip 

becomes a liminal space in which Thelma and Louise realize that they no longer want to be 

women subjected to patriarchal norms. Their experience leads them to emancipate 

themselves. They can no longer be the women they were. However, at the end of any rite of 

passage, the initiates’ new identity must be acknowledged. The issue of the recognition of 

Thelma and Louise’s new identity becomes central in Ridley Scott’s film. What institution can 

acknowledge their experience, their transformation, their new subjectivity ? In the film, it seems 

that no institution could recognize the fruitfulness of Thelma and Louise’s experience. However, 

by becoming a cult film, their experience has become a model of emancipation for all those 

who seek to escape patriarchy. Finally, this is the idea that we deploy in this text, drawing on 

the thesis of the displacement of the sacred. 

Keywords : shifting of the sacred, Ridley Scott, Thelma and Louise, patriarchy, liminality, rites of 

passage, identity  
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Rituel de guérison dans Le livre de Caradoc : lait, vinaigre et pureté 

Geneviève PIGEON  

 

Abstract : The Book of Caradoc is an anonymous novel of the 12th century that partakes in 

the Perceval Continuations, that is, the cycle of Arthurian novels that feature people of the 

court of the greatest king of all times. In this story, Caradoc is suffering from an injury that is 

slowly taking his life. In exile and shamed, Caradoc is found and saved by his best friend, 

Cador, and his beloved, Guinier. The healing ceremony borrows elements generally attributed 

to Celtic myths, while appealing to a number of variables that are arranged in an astonishing 

manner. We will focus on this segment, especially because of the relationships between the 

characters, of their “essence”, as well as the physical environment described by the author. 

Based on the works of Jacques Pierre pertaining, amongst others, to speech registers, we look 

at the implementation of the symbolic language in order to identify the effects that are a priori 

concealed. 

Keywords : Narrative, myths, Middle Ages, Caradoc, Guinier, Arthurian literature, Jacques 

Pierre 
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Le langage et la clôture du monde dans le roman La Vénus à la fourrure de 

Léopold von Sacher-Masoch 

Marc-Antoine FOURNELLE  

 

Abstract : Venus in Fur, by Leopold von Sacher-Masoch, is the story of a problematic hero 

wishing to live outside the social bond, under the domination of an all-powerful goddess 

embodied by a neighbor with whom he is in love. Through the semiotic analysis, this article aims 

to show how a theoretical approach to religion such as offered by Jacques Pierre allows 

religious structures to appear within the novel, in addition to complementing the heuristic 

models developed from the sacred/profane polarity. 

Keywords : religion, eroticism, sexuality, masochism, semiotics 
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Relegere et sémiosis. Introduction à la pensée de Jacques Pierre 
Mohamed Mabrouk RABAHI  

 

Abstract : Jacques Pierre’s thought is complex, interdisciplinary, multiple and living. It hoovers 

over a whole array of knowledge and disciplines. How can one describe, locate, and analyze 

the trajectory, the thresholds, and the finalities of his thought ? In this essay, we will endeavor to 

grasp Jacques Pierre’s thought enlisting concepts, and tables, not to circumscribe it, but to 

understand it. 

Keywords : language, metonymy, metaphor, history of ideas, religion, epistemology, 

philosophy, semiotics, psychoanalysis, religiology 
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Le concept de liminarité dans la théorie religieuse de Jacques Pierre : 

ébauche d’application dans l’expérience des combattants à la guerre 

David J. BRODEUR et Louis-Philippe MARQUIS  

 

Abstract : This article seeks to address the use of the concept of “liminarity” in Jacques 

Pierre’s theories on the object of the experience of combatants in war. To do so, it takes up the 

major theories of “liminarity” and ritual in order to draw a concrete portrait of them in human 

experience. It then describes the important pieces of research related to combat trauma 

through a brief review of trauma psychology. Finally, using four isotopies (time, space, sociality, 

ontology), it gives concrete examples to bridge the gap between Jacques Pierre’s theories 

and the anthropology of war. This makes it possible to demonstrate the relevance of Jacques 

Pierre’s theories in multidisciplinary contexts external to religious studies. 

Keywords : liminality, liminal experience, theory of religions, psychology of trauma, 

anthropology of war 
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Faire école 
Oliver MASSON  

 

Abstract : Based on a letter, written in the middle of the last century, upon which the author 

stumbled during summer readings, he offers his account of what a school is made out of. 

Having recognized in its content something of his own experience, with this experience as his 

sole authority, he will therefore claim the existence of a school that had not been recognized 

till then. While it is true that this article intends to pay tribute to the person from which this school 

takes its name, it would be incorrect to consider it as a simple testimony of the author’s feelings 

for the one he considers his only teacher. Far from trying to convince anyone of the existence 

of Pierre’s school, this text is a demonstration of what one’s desire can accomplish in its 

encounter with another one. If this school is called upon in this article, it is as an answer to the 

question that Shakespeare will have formulated in Juliet’s place: “What’s in a name ?” 

Keywords :   mots = school, transfer, psychoanalysis, Lacan 
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La liminarité, ou la « morphologie des rives » : une théorie du religieux 
Jonathan QUESNEL   

 

Abstract : This article seeks to underscore a crucial element in Jacques Pierre’s theory in 

religious studies. It presents one of the major concepts in Pierre’s posture, which is liminality, and 

shows all of its various aspects in depth. On the one hand, we will see why the religious refers to 

the unspeakable, in what ways it is in itself liminal and how this one unfolds strategically in the 

language which attempts to express it. On the other hand, because the religious is liminal, we 

will see how it can ensure the passage between what is said and what is shown. Therefore, this 

perspective proposes that the religious theorist can only stay on the border of their object. 

Finally, it is through a perpetual dialectic between “the saying” and “the showing”, between 

the Same and the Other, that Pierre’s research has allowed one to identify and to exceed the 

paradox of our discipline: determining the indeterminable. 

Keywords : liminality, unspeakable, paradox, the Other, the Same 
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